
This shelter is made from using Rubbermaid Roughneck Totes.

This shelter will work for 1-2 cats, when there are 
more cats to house, build additional shelters. 

Start by using a Rubbermaid Tote 18 gallon cutting a 
6" diameter hole in the tote to act as an entrance. 
 

Insert your StyroFoam cooler insulation and cut a 
matching 6" diameter hole to match the tote. 

 

Add straw in and around the Styrofoam cooler for 
added insulation, using as much as possible, pack it 
down, especially around the sides. 
  

 

Add your Styrofoam lid for added insulation. Secure 
lid in place with a few pieces of duct tape. 
   
Complete by adding your container lid back onto the 
tote. You may need to weigh the entire shelter with 
something heavy to keep it from blowing over. 

Also place two 2x4” boards along the bottom or use 
bricks to keep off the ground.  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This is a slightly different version of the previous shelter for 2-3 cats.  Also made 
from using Rubbermaid Roughneck Totes. 

This shelter utilizes a 36-gallon Rubbermaid Roughneck latching tote for the outer box 
and an 18-gallon Rubbermaid Roughneck for the inner box. 

Line inside of 36-gallon tote with Styrofoam insulation 

Insert 18-gallon container and fill bottom with straw (do not use hay) 

Cover 18-gallon container with container top 

Add more Styrofoam insulation over the top of 18-gallon container 

Final Latching Cover 
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Taming Feral Kittens 

If your involved in the actual trapping of feral cats and kittens or just help out when 
it comes to domesticating and socializing the kittens, this process is slow and should 
be done in a very gentle manner, when success is reached, it is very rewarding. 

This is an example of what and how the kittens will react to you trying to domesticate 
them so they can become a part of a forever loving home. 

They will bite, hiss and scratch if approached trying to protect themselves from you.  
There is nothing mean or vicious about their behavior, they are frightened.     

Not exactly the cute little fur balls you want to cuddle with are they?  You must 
remember they were taught very young to fear humans, and their mother does a very 
through job of instilling this behavior in her babies to protect them from harm. 

Feral kittens around 8 weeks old can usually be socialized without to much difficulty 
following the steps detailed below. Feral kittens between 3 to 6 months of age who 
haven't had any interaction with humans often take a much longer time to socialize, 
patience is the key.  Success can be achieved but it will take longer. 

It is recommended that a feral adult cat be just that, left a feral adult cat.  Thats 
where TNR is the better choice for that cat.  Every personality of a cat is different, 
there may be an adult feral cat that can be successfully domesticated, more patience 
and time will be needed, but most adults are too set in their ways, and it is best to 
let them live the life they know which is outside and FREE.  Of course spay and or 
neuter them before releasing them to the original spot where they were trapped is 
best.  They can rejoin their existing colony, a feeding station and shelters should be 
provided for the cats and a care taker assigned to care for them long term. 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Before trapping its good to have a plan in 
place, less stress on the cats.  If it is agreed 
that the kittens trapped will be tamed and 
placed up for adoption. 
When trapping try to get all the kittens so 
they will have each other for comfort. Keep 
trapping till all adults and kittens are 
caught.  Try several evenings if you must, 
do your best to get them all.  Kittens are 
being sterilized at a much younger age with 
no complications.  They will heal faster and 
don't seem to show much pain.  Every vet 
has their own protocol as to the age for 
spay and neutering.  Most will go by the 
weight of the kitten and not age.  Many vets will alter kittens when they reach  1-2 
lbs.  Never take kittens from their mother until they are at least 8 weeks old if it is at 
all possible. The mother cat does much valuable training with the kittens before they 
turn 8 weeks old.  The kittens need that time to learn social skills they can only get 
with their mother and siblings.  The trapping and taking them from their mom along 
with the trip to the vet will be very frightening for the kittens. With this major step 
taken care of you're domesticating job will be easier. 

Lets’ get back to the fun part of socializing the babies and watching them grow into 
confident happy kittens and adults.   

Weather the kittens are too young to be spay and neutered yet or you're bringing 
them home after surgery, the following steps will not change. 

Before bringing the babies home, you might want to check if they have fleas (most 
do).  If the babies can be handled safely, give them a very gentle bath in warm 
water and a few drops of detergent.  Never get their head wet, you can comb out 
the fleas from their head and face with a file comb.  Dip the comb with any fleas 
on it in the bath water.  If the kittens are older and cant be handled safely, you 

can crush up a 1/2 pill of Capstar 
(available at most stores) and mix into 
food, that will kill the fleas in 4 to 6 hrs. 
  

Have a place for them already set up so 
you can just take them to the nursery 
area. Have a litter box close by and make 
available food and fresh water.  Make a 
hiding spot out of a box with warm and 
soft blankets in it for them.  Change the 
blankets daily, this will help in keeping 
the kittens clean, Having a small room 
already set up with it being completely  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Baby proofed will reduce stress for the babies. Take everything out that they can 
hide behind or pull down onto themselves (they will climb everything and explore 
the entire room).  Block under the bed and dressers so the babies cant hide from 
you. This will help you keep track of them so you know they are safe. You want to 
make sure nothing frightens or hurts them, keep their area clean.  Upon entering 
their room, put the kennel in front of the safe box you have made, open the 
kennel door and quietly leave the room and let them have a moment to adjust. 

  
Their box will be their safety zone.  A place for them to run to and hide if anything 
frightens them.  Make sure it is large enough to accommodate the amount of 
kittens you have.  Cut smaller holes into the sides of the box so they can peek out 
and have a look around without leaving the safety of the box itself.  For the first 
few days you can drape a small blanket over the top to make them feel more 
secure. The enclosed box is better than an open bed at this time, they will feel 
much more secure in the box is fully enclosed except the door. 

 

Always have a light on (a night light is fine) and their litter boxes in a place thats 
not where they eat or sleep, just not too far away.  At 8 weeks their mother has 
them already potty trained, you must keep the litter box clean, outside their 
mother teaches them not to soil on the same spot, move over slightly for a clean 
place to eliminate, they are taught not to step in their waste.  If they don't use 
the litter box right away, it’s most likely due to stress or may even be a health 
issue.  Try to be patient with them and using the litter box. 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Make sure you have plenty of clean water for them at all times, use a good quality 
kitten food to ensure proper nutrition, they're growing babies after all.  Ask your 
vet for their recommendations.  At all times have dry food available to them.    
Save the canned (moist) food and treats for training purposes.  Leave them safe 
toys to play with when you are not their, and don't forget a scratching post, let 
them explore their surroundings.  Remember this is really scary for them, they 
have always had their mom telling them what to do and keeping them from harm 
and danger.  Now their on their own and will be afraid of everything especially 
you.  Cats and kittens domesticate themselves, they choose it out self interest. 

When training begins, you should enter their room quietly and make no 
advancements toward them, they will scatter and hide in their safety box. Things 
will get better overtime they need to build up more confidence and know that you 
aren't going to harm them.  I recommend you start by just sitting on the floor and 
giving no eye contact and quietly read to them.  You don't want to stand over them 
looking down, this will intimidate them and make them more fearful of you.  
Reading to them will help them learn a human voice posses no threat to them.  
NEVER reach, grab or chase them to pick them up.  Don't reach in their safe box 
and take them out, this can be life altering for them and dangerous for you.  Once 
a kitten is frightened by you or something that has scared them, it will be a lot 
harder to win back their confidence and trust.  Don't let children or other pets into 
their room with you till the babies are more secure around one human (you).  You 
must take into consideration the kittens are not used to the smell, sight or sound 
of a human.  Their mother has always protected them from human beings.  They 
have been taught to fear us and will be extremely frightened.  Each kitten will 
have a personality of their own, some more shy, and others more outgoing and 
bold.  Let them come to you on their own terms, it will make them less fearful of 
you and begin to trust.  Sitting on the floor not moving much and talking in a soft 
gentle voice will be the only lesson for a few days.  Do this several times a day if 
possible.  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Once you see them becoming more curious as to who you are you can put down 
some canned food.  Put some on a plate near their safe box.  Let them come to 

check it out, the bolder kittens will come first, stay still and 
keep talking to them, don't stare directly at them.  If they 
are still frightened with your persistence in their room, move 
the dish closer to where they are hiding.  This is a very slow 
process, but a very important one, once they associate you 
and good things (food), a bond and trust will start forming.  
Once you have that your home free.  Next break out the good 
stuff to eat.  A jar of baby food and really show them how 
much fun it can be to be around you.  You can soon begin 
doing more advanced training with them.  Don't just cater to 
the bolder babies, you must get the shy babies to also trust 
you, they will learn from their bolder siblings, when they see 
that they are remaining calm and are eating something great 
in your presence they will soon join in the festivities.  

Don't leave canned food out for them to eat when you're not their, this is a little 
tough love.  They must come and eat the canned or baby food from you giving it to 
them.  For the more shy kittens offer baby food from a spoon you hold in front of 
them.  Remember no eye contact yet, this is a very threatening to them.  Just 
move slowly and very gentle with a soft voice.  Once the kittens are fairly 
confident being around you, offer the baby food from your finger, keep moving 
closer to the food dish so you can get them to eat with the others.  After about 
1-1/2 weeks when they are eating either from the dish or your finger, keep moving 
the dish closer to you and eventually onto your lap.  When they are confident 
being this close, stroke them on their body every so gently, do this when they are 
eating from the dish.  Repeat this every training session until they accept you 
touching them without stressing them to where they stop eating and leave.  Next 
you can try to slightly pick them up under they're belly.  Always have a finger of 
food to reassure them you're not going to hurt them and they will relax more.  
Back track if they're not ready for this step, start over later and begin again. 

Once they're eating around the plate of canned food near you, you can start to 
move their little bodies around the plate, letting them still eat, keep their interest 
on eating the food.  This will get them used to you touching them more.  Try lifting 
them and hold them close to your chest - all the while you're feeding them baby 
food off your finger.  They will feel your warmth and associate you with their 
mother and with enjoy the experience especially with food present.    

  
This will all take a bit of work, but well worth the effort.  When you enter the 
room and they come running to you for food and attention, you pretty much have 
won them over.  Then they will begin to train you! 

NEVER progress onto the next step until they have accepted and mastered the last 
step.  Moving too fast will only set you back, things must be accepted slowly!  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For the more shy kittens, offer them the big guns of baby food.  Gerber chicken & 
gravy #2.  Always stop on a good note.  Most kittens can’t resist this food, it will 
offer a little more incentive to progress forward. 

 
At about 4 weeks into training, 
start handling without food 
present, try holding them close 
to you.  After this is accepted, 
reward them with a tasty 
treat.  The best time to work 
with them is after a big meal, 
they will become tired from 
eating and make handling 
easier.  Try to get one of them 
to fall asleep in your arms.  You 
must try to play with them, 
keep your flesh away and use 
soft toys they can easily carry 
around in their mouths.  Don't 
let them bite you even in play, 
they wont be able to differentiate your skin from the toy.  Use a fishing pole toy 
with a very small toy attached on the end.  Make the same predatory movements 
with the toy as if the toy was a mouse escaping.  Try to never bump the toy or hit 
baby in the face, this is not how a predatory game is played.  The kitten must 
pursue the toy as in a capture, their biological mother has already taught them 
these types of moves, she teaches them how to catch their own food early on.   

After picking up the babies successfully you can begin putting them on their back 
and rubbing their tummies with a kick toy the length of their bodies.  They will 
latch onto this toy and bite and kick at it.  A great way for them to have a little 
fun and associate it with you.  This is also a good way for them to release some 
kitten energy in a positive way.  You will see them wrestle with their litter mates 
in the same manner, just don't get your hand in there.  OUCH! 

23



When babies are comfortable with you where you can pick them up, kiss them and 
hold them, let them know you are their new mom and you won’t let anything 
happen to them.  Get them used to you touching their paws, after they don't mind 
this step, you can begin to clip their nails, just the tip and don't struggle with 
them.  Even if you can clip one or two, don’t rush them, begin again later. 

Next you can open the door of the room an inch, not enough for 
them to get out, just enough to let them know there is a whole 
lot more to explore. Do this for several days, close the door for 
their safety if you're going to be gone.  If you feel confident 
enough that you can catch them without chasing them down and 
freaking them out, you can open the door and let them have 
another room to romp around in.  Be sure to baby proof and keep 
them confined in the additional room.  Don't let them run around 
the whole house yet.  Keep a careful eye on all of them so they 
don't get frightened.  A good idea is to place another litter box in 
the new room in sight so they can easily find it should they need 
it.  Remember these are babies, trained to use a litter box if in 
sight, don't expect them to run into another room if they must 
relieve themselves.  They’re babies with tiny bladders and they 
don't have the muscles developed where they can hold it for very long.  To prevent 
an accident and more problems down the road, always make sure they know where 
their box is located.  

When babies are done exploring the new room, sit on the floor and see if they will 
come to you for comfort and a rest.  If they do you have done a very good job 
bonding with them.  When done always return them to their safe room with the 
door cracked open, close it if you're not going to be home.  This will give you piece 
of mind, you will know where they are and not a chance of injury.  Through time 
you will be able to tell at what pace you can continue moving forward.  There is 
no set time for this process, kittens are all individuals and move at their own pace.   

Once you feel they are ready to be adopted out, please educate the new parents 
on the steps they must take for them to bond with the babies.  After all you are 
the only human they trust, now they must move onto their new family and their 
forever homes.  Discuss with them how detrimental de-clawing is, find a more 
suitable home if they mention they are going to de-claw them.  You have become 
their mom and they are relying on you to protect them and keep them safe.  Don't 
let anyone harm them by declawing them.  Find them the best forever home you 
can.  I also recommend that you give the potential adopters the way out if things 
aren't working out.  Tell them you will take the baby back, so they don't feel 
they're only way out is to dump them on the side of the road.  The kitten will not 
make it, they will die a horrible death.  They will not know how to survive.  

Feel proud of yourself for all you have accomplished, you have transformed 
frightened, wild babies into confident, well adjusted kittens.  They will go on living 

with the things you have taught them and become independent loving adult cats.    
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